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K nown for having 

everything anyone would 

ever want to know about 

your current or future home and 

now the Brandon Home and Leisure 

Show par tnering with the Canadian 

Cancer Society to take on cancer.
Home Show general manager Dave Melcosky said in 
addition to increasing awareness about the dangers of radon 
gas, the show’s timing creates a wonderful opportunity 
to community-build and increase Brandon’s engagement 
in the cancer fight. He said the Show has designated the 
Canadian Cancer Society its official charity of choice.

“Due to the fact that April is Daffodil Month across 
Canada and the Show is in April or late March, it was a 
natural par tnership,” Melcosky said. 

Karrie Smyth, manager of the provincial Daffodil Campaign 
praised Melcosky and the Home Show for showing 
leadership and commitment to helping Manitoba cancer 
patients and their families. 

“We’re very excited with this par tnership because it offers 
a wonderful opportunity to take on this terrible disease,’’ 
she said. “Through this par tnership we’re going to help 
show-goers reduce their family’s risk of cancer and we’re 
going to challenge everyone to take up the cancer fight on 
behalf of patients and their families.”

Cancer Society representatives will man a booth at the 
show to respond to questions, distribute information and 
provide visitors with bright yellow daffodil pins that let 
cancer patients know that they are not alone in their fight 
against cancer. The Home Show has also committed to 
matching pin donations.

“Throughout the province we’re finding companies and 
organizations like the Home Show that are stepping up 
with matching campaigns and it’s really terrific,” Smyth 

- Names Canadian Cancer Society charity 

of choice; raises radon gas awareness
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Show Joins Cancer Fight
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About the Canadian Cancer Society

The Canadian Cancer Society is the largest national 
charitable funder of cancer research in Canada. Thanks 
to our generous donors and our rigorous, gold-standard 
peer-review process, we are funding hundreds of 
researchers in universities, hospitals and research centres 
across Canada. The Society has the most impact, against 
the most cancers, in the most communities in Canada. 
Together we are discovering new ways to change cancer 
forever. For more information, visit cancer.ca or call 
our toll-free bilingual Cancer Information Service at  
1-888-939-3333 (TTY 1-866-786-3934). Make your gift 
today at cancer.ca. 

said. “It really shows 
community leadership and 
it also demonstrates to 
employees and patrons 
just how engaged they are 
in fighting a disease that 
affects all of us.” 

For Melcosky, fighting 
cancer is something 
personal. “Cancer is a 
real big deal for me,’ ’ he 
said. “Three members of 
my immediate family had 
cancer, including myself.”

“I lost my sister a few 
years ago prematurely and 
for tunately for me, mine 
was skin cancer and we 
dealt with it through minor 
surgery. I feel lucky and I 
want more people to have 
a positive outcome and by 
donating to the Canadian 
Cancer Society, we’re investing in research so more people 
survive this terrible disease.”

The Society will also use the Home Show to increase 
awareness about radon gas, the second leading cause of 
lung cancer. A Health Canada survey found that nearly 
one in four Manitoba homes have higher radon levels than 
federal guidelines. Across Canada about 11% of homes 
have radon gas levels higher than the Health Canada 
standard of 200 Bq/m3. In Manitoba, 24% of homes have 
higher than the acceptable levels with some par ts of the 
province – the area in and around Brandon, Bossevian and 
Dauphin – having up to 41% of homes higher than the 
accepted level.   

The Society will also market their Radon Detector kits at 
the booth and supply literature on the topic. For more 
information go to: www.cancer.ca/radonmb

- Article supplied by the Canadian Cancer Society.
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